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Investigating the Impact of Cyberspace on Political Participation
(Case Study: Tehran Municipality District 5 Employees)

Arezoo SafarAbadi
Master of Political Science, International Relations

Abstract

Research shows that cyberspace has had an impact on different areas of human life, including one that has been
heavily influenced by political participation. The purpose of the present study is to investigate the impact of
cyberspace on the political participation of municipal staff in the 5th district of Tehran. The present study was a
descriptive survey using a questionnaire with a sample size of 273 people among 520 municipal employees of
district 5 of Tehran. The method of this research is through field interviews and direct interviews with staff and
completing questionnaires. Pearson's correlation analysis and regression were used to test the hypotheses. According
to the results of the questionnaire analysis, there is a significant and positive relationship between staff news use of
cyberspace, duration of cyberspace, and duration of cyberspace membership with political participation among
Tehran's 5th municipality staff. However, there is no significant relationship between employees' recreational use of
cyberspace and their political participation. Also, the results of regression analysis showed that the variable of
employees' news usage of cyberspace was significantly more important than other variables in predicting the
dependent variable (political participation). Because the standard regression coefficient estimates increase by one
unit, the indices of this criterion will increase the probability of political participation by 0.35. While a single change
in the indicators of duration of cyberspace and membership of the cyberspace causes political participation to
increase by only 0.25 and 0.13, respectively.
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