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The aim of this study was to investigate the relationship between managers’
entrepreneurial understanding and the speed of internationalization in Small and
medium enterprises (SMEs). The statistic population included the managers of
small and medium enterprises active in the international context in Tus industrial
town-Mashhad. Results in the main hypotheses group indicated that there is a
significant relationship between international orientation and proactivity. There is
a significant relationship between international orientation and ambiguity
tolerance. There is no significant relationship between international orientation
and risk perception. There is a significant relationship between Tolerance for
ambiguity and proactivity. There is a significant relationship between Tolerance
for ambiguity and risk perception. There is a significant relationship between
proactivity and risk perception. There is a significant relationship between risk
perception and the speed of internationalization. Also in secondary hypotheses:
Proactivity mediates the relationship between Tolerance for ambiguity and risk
perception. Proactivity mediates the relationship between international
orientation and the risk perception. Tolerance for ambiguity mediates the
relationship between international orientation and the risk perception. Risk
perception does not mediate the relationship between international orientation
and the speed of internationalization. Risk perception mediates the relationship
between Tolerance for ambiguity and the speed of internationalization. Risk
perception mediates the relationship between proactivity and the speed of

internationalization.

Keywords: Speed of Internationalization- Entrepreneurial behavior - Risk
perception- Proactivity (being initiative)- Tolerance for ambiguity
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